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What Goes into Designing a New Staircase? 


There are times when The Iron Spindle is called on to do more than just replace wood spindles with iron. 
Sometimes we are called in to completely redesign and install a new staircase. That means new spindles, 
a new handrail, and new newel posts. We love these kinds of jobs because they allow us to put our 
craftsmanship to the test. 

Perhaps the trickiest part of such a job is designing the new staircase. We work with customers as closely 
as possible to help them figure out what would look best according to their aesthetic preferences. And of 
course, we want to build something that makes the home better. That means we have to consider lots of 
different things. 

Overall Character of the Home 

A good place to start a custom replacement is to take a look at the overall character of the home. It is one 
thing to say iron stair spindles have more character than wood, but such blanket statements do not always 
apply. A home's overall character has to be considered. Why? Because installing a modern staircase in a 
200-year-old Southern plantation home would probably not work out well. 

A home's character speaks about its past, present, and future. It sets the tone for visitors when they first 
walk in. As such, we want to be sure that a wrought iron spindle staircase is appropriate. If not, wood is 
still in play. 





















Shape of the Staircase 


Choosing the actual materials is just part of the equation. We also have to look at the style of the spindles 
and handrail as well. For that, we look at a number of things. The shape of the staircase is one of them. 

A grand, winding staircase looks best with certain kinds of spindles and handrails. A straight staircase with 
a solid wall on one side calls for different design features. And of course, where the staircase sits in relation 
to the rest of the space in question influences design choices. 

A straight staircase in a tight, narrow space doesn't call for highly ornate iron spindles. Something a bit 
more simple provides just the right measure of beauty without being visually obtrusive. On the other 
hand, a grand staircase can really pop with the addition of intricate wrought iron spindles. 

Risers and Floor Treatments 

We also have to consider the characteristics of the staircase when designing a new balustrade. For 
example, what do the risers look like? Though you may not realize it, risers do affect the overall look of 
the staircase. Along those same lines are floor treatments. 

If you are looking at natural wood risers and steps that are left exposed, certain types of spindles and 
handrails complement them nicely. But perhaps your staircase is carpeted. In that case, you might want 
to go for a completely different look. 

The Customer's Budget 

Ultimately, any custom redesign of a staircase has to be undertaken commensurate with the customer's 
budget. Spindles and handrails are like any other home construction project in that they vary in price. You 
can spend quite a bit of money on a custom staircase made with the finest materials around. Likewise, 
there are plenty of choices even on a limited budget. 

Our goal at The Iron Spindle is to always give the customer exactly what he or she wants. Whether that 
means a completely new staircase built from the ground up or simply replacing wood spindles with iron. 
We do it all with the utmost care, treating your home as if it were our own. 


